
Paris April 14
th

 1795 

Sir, 

I was lately favoured with a letter from M
r
 Jay of the 5

th
 of February by which I was 

informed that the bearer Col
o
 Trumbull who had copied and knew the contents of his treaty with 

the English government was instructed to communicate the same to me, because I was an 

American Minister, and in which character it might be useful to me, but that I must receive it in 

strict confidence and under an injunction to impart it to no other person whatever. As I had 

explicitly stated to M
r
 Jay in my letter by M

r
 Purveyance the only terms upon which I could 

receive the communication, and which I had done as well for the purpose of covering my 

engagement with the Committee, formed after the receipt of his first letter and when I expected 

no further information from him on the subject, as of preventing the transmission of it in case it 

contained the
1
 slightest circumstance which might be objectionable here, I could not otherwise 

than be surprised by the contents of this letter. To withhold the communication at the moment 

when it was presumable the report of the contents of that treaty would excite a ferment here, and 

offer it after the expiration of some months, and when it was expected from America, and upon 

terms which I had assured him I could not receive it (to say nothing of the impossibility of 

comprehending how it could be useful if it was to be kept a profound secret) was unexpected: it 

was the more so since it was obvious that whilst the condition insisted or precluded the 

possibility of enabling me to promote thereby the public interest, it would unavoidably tend in 

some respects to subject me to additional embarrassment in my situation here. 

I was likewise soon apprized that Colonel Trumbull did not consider himself at liberty to 

make the communication in question unless I asked for it, and by which it was to be understood 

that I found myself to accept it on the terms proposed adding thereby to the injunctions of M
r
 Jay 

the additional obligation of private stipulation. The dilemma therefore with which I was 

threatened was of a peculiar kind: for if I accepted and withheld the communication from the 

Committee I should violate my engagement with that body, and if I gave it, I subjected myself 

not only to the probably imputation of indiscretion but likewise certainly to that of breach of 

promise. The line of propriety however appeared to me to be a plain one. I was bound to use 

such information as M
r
 Jay might think fit to give me in the best manner possible, according to 

my discretion, to promote the public interest: but I was not bound to use any artifice in
2
 obtaining 

that information or to violate any engagement by the use of it. My duty to the public did not 

require this of me, and I had no other object to answer. As soon therefore as I had made a 

decision on the subject, I apprized Col
o
 Trumbull that I could not receive the communication 

proposed, upon the terms on which it was offered.  

But the mission of this gentleman here though according to my information of him, a 

worthy and a prudent man, produced an effect of a more serious kind. I was soon advised by a 

person friendly and useful to me, that his arrival had excited uneasiness in the public councils, 
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and would probably eventually injure my standing with the government, especially if I should be 

able to give the committee in consequence no account of the contents of that treaty; for it would 

hardly be credited after this, considering the relation between M
r
 Jay and myself, that I knew 

nothing of those contents. Upon what other motive it would be asked could the Secretary of M
r
 

Jay came here, since the pretence of private business in Germany, which lay in another direction, 

would be deemed a fallacious one? He added that the wisest precautions were necessary on any 

part to guard me against any unjust imputation, since through that the interests of my country 

might at the present crisis be essentially wounded. As I had anticipated in some measure the 

effect, I was mortified but not surprised by the intimation. I became me however to profit by it, 

and as well from the delicate regard which was due to my private as well as my public character, 

to place the integrity of my own conduct upon ground which could not be questioned. There 

appeared to me but one mode by which this could be done and which was, by making known to 

the committee what had passed between M
r
 Jay and myself, to stat the terms upon which he had 

offered the communication and my refusal accept it on those terms, with my reason for such 

refusal. This you will readily conceive was a painful task: but as I had no other alternative left, 

but that of exposing myself to the suspicion of having known from the beginning the purport of 

M
r
 Jay‟s treaty, and uniting with him in withholding it from them, whilst I was using all the 

means in my power to impress them with a contrary belief, I was forced to undertake it. In 

consequence I waited on the diplomatic section of the committee and made the representation as 

above, repeating M
r
 Jay‟s motive for withholding the communication as urged by himself, “that 

it belonged to the sovereign power alone to make it” &c. It was replied that it could not 

otherwise than excite uneasiness in the councils of this government, when it was observed that in 

the height of their war with the coalesced powers and with England in particular, American had 

stept forward and made a treaty with that power, the contents of which were so carefully and 

strictly withheld from this government, for if the treaty was not injurious to France why was it 

withheld from her? Was it prudent for one ally to act in such manner in regard to another and 

especially under the present circumstances and at the present time, as to excite suspicions of the 

kind in question? I assured them generally as I had done before, that I was satisfied the treaty 

contained in it nothing which could give them uneasiness, but if it did and especially if it 

weakened
3
 our connection with France, it would certainly be disapproved in America. They 

thanked me for the communication, assured me they wished me to put myself in no dilemma 

which would be embarrassing, and thus the conference ended. 

A few days after this I was favoured with a letter M
r
 Hitchborn an American gentleman 

of character here (from Massachusetts) of which I inclose you a copy, stating the contents or 

outlines of the treaty in question, as commincated to him by Col
o
 Trumbell, and with a view that 

he might communicate the same to me for the information of the government. I was surprised a 

this incident, because I could not suppose that Col
o
 Trumbell would take this step, or any other 

without the instruction of M
r
 Jay, and it seemed to me extraordinary that M

r
 Jay should give such 

an instruction or mark to him such a line of conduct. I was not surprised that Col
o
 Trumbell 
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should confide the purport of the treaty to M
r
 Hitchborn, for he merited the confidence, but I was 

surprised that M
r
 Jay should write me it was to be communicated to me only as a Public Minister 

&c to be imparted to no one else; and that Col
o
 Trumbell however deeply impressed he might be 

after his arrival here, with the propriety of removing the doubts of this government upon that 

point, should consider himself at liberty to communicate the same to a third person, to be 

communicated to me under no injunction whatever. I was however possessed of the paper in 

question and it was my duty to turn it to the best account for the public interest that circumstance 

would not admit of. It was it is true the most informal of all informal communications, and one 

of course upon which
4
 no official measure could be taken: yet the character of the parties intitled 

it to attention. Upon mature reflection therefore and the more especially as I did not wish to meet 

the committee again on that point until I heard from you, lest I should be questioned why this 

new mode of diplomatic proceeding was adopted, I thought it best to send the paper in by my 

secretary M
r
 Gouvain (a young gentleman who has acted with me since the provisional 

nomination of M
r
 Skipwith to the Consulate) instructing him to assure the members on my part, 

that they might confide in the credibility of the parties. The paper was presented to Merlin 

DeDovay with the comments suggested and since which I have neither heard from the 

Committee, Col
o
 Trumbull, or M

r
 Jay on the subject. 

I intimated to you in my last that I was persuaded if there was a force here able and 

willing to make head against the revolution it would soon shew itself, but that I was of opinion 

none such existed. This presage has been since verified by a great and interesting example. The 

storm which I thought I then saw gathering, after rising to its height and expending its force, has 

past, and without doing any mischief. On the contrary I am inclined to believe from present 

appearances, it will be productive of good. 

It was natural to expect that the trial of Barrere, Collot d‟Herbois and B. Varennes, three 

men who were, in the early stages associates, and in the latter in some degree the rivals of 

Robespierre‟s power, and who were after his fall unquestionably at the head of the mountain 

party, would excite some ferment. It was equally so to presume that if that party was no so 

completely crushed,
5
 as to preclude all hope of success, it would in some stage of the proceeding, 

make an extraordinary effort to save them. The epoch of this trial was therefore deemed by all an 

important one to France, and its several stages were marked by circumstances which were 

calculated rather to increase than diminish the general solicitude. 

Under the banner of this party and apparently in favour of the acquittal of these members, 

the discontented of every description were seen rallying, forming in the whole an extraordinary 

assemblage, being gathered from the various and heretofore opposite classes of society, but 

united now for the common purpose of disturbing the public tranquility. The prisons which were 

filled in the time of Robespierre, and opened under the more humane administration of the 

present day, had discharged upon the City an immense crowd of the ancient aristocracy, and who 
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soon gave proof that the severe discipline they had undergone, had not eradicated the 

propensities that were acquired under the reign of the ancient court. As the present 

administration had rescued them from the guillotine, and to which they were otherwise inevitably 

doomed, it was at least intitled to their gratitude. This slight tribute however was not paid for that 

important service. On the contrary they were among the most active in fomenting the present 

discontents. Another group not less numerous or turbulent, composed of the refuse of the lately 

disfranchised or rather routed Jacobins, and their adherents, was seen marshaled by its side, and 

acting in harmony with it. These two classes of people and who were heretofore at endless war 

with each other now
6 

combined, formed a force of some strength, and excited in the minds of 

many well disposed persons serious apprehensions for the public safety. 

The increasing scarcity of bread, and which menaced an unavoidable diminution of the 

ordinary allowance, contributed much to increase the apprehension of danger. A deficiency in 

this article in Paris under the ancient government generally excited a tumult. It was therefore a 

primacy object in every reign, and with every administration, to guard against such deficiency, as 

the greatest of public calamities. Abundant stores were in consequence always provided, when it 

was possible to provide them, and let the scarcity or price be what it might in other quarters, the 

ordinary allowance and nearly at the ordinary price, was distributed, as in times of greatest 

plenty, among the inhabitants of this City. Such likewise had been the practice since the change 

of government, so that a state of affairs which announced the approach of a deficiency, 

announced likewise that of a crisis extremely important in the history of the revolution. The most 

firm knew it was an experiment yet to be made, and from which whilst they counted upon no 

possible benefit, they had many reasons to apprehend some real inconvenience.  

It was foreseen that if any movement was set on foot, the deficiency of bread if that was 

the fact, would be made the pretext, and as the complaint, being addressed to the wants of all, 

would excite a general sympathy, it was feared that such deficiency would tend much to increase 

the strength of the insurgent
7
 party. In every view therefore the crisis which approached was an 

interesting one: it was however at hand and no other alternative remained for those whose duty it 

was to sustain it, than that of yielding under or meeting it with firmness and passing through it as 

well as possible. 

As soon as it was known that a diminution of the ordinary allowance was unavoidable, it 

was resolved to make it known likewise to the people, that they might not be taken by surprise, 

and for this purpose Boissy d‟Anglas of the section of subsistence in the committee of public 

safety, appeared at the tribune some days before it took effect. His discourse which was short but 

explicit, began by exposing freely the enormities and vicious arrangement of the ancient 

committees whereby he said France had already been visited with many calamities and was still 

threatened with others, and concluded by observing that even famine was likewise one 

proceeding from that source, which neither the wisdom nor the industry of the present councils 
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had been able altogether to avert: that he was happy however to assure the convention that as the 

most prudent measures were long since taken to correct the abuses of that administration, the 

distress of Paris would be for a short term only. The communication was received by Barrere, 

Billaird de Varennes &c, and by the members of the mountain party in general, with a smile of 

approbation. It was obvious they considered Boissy as a welcome messenger, announcing to 

them joyful tydings. A few days afterwards the deficiency so much dreaded took place, and at 

the same time the intrigue of the discontented, began more fully to unfold themselves.  

The
8 

movement was commenced by about 400 citizens, from a section heretofore noted 

for its turbulence, and who appearing without the hall demanded admission to the bar of the 

convention. A deputation from the party consisting of 20 members was admitted and who 

addressed that body in a style unusual, complaining of the want of bread, and declaring also that 

they were upon the point of regretting the sacrifices they had made to the revolution. The answer 

of the President (Thibodaut) was firm and decisive. To that part of the address which complained 

of the scarcity of bread he replied, by stating the measures of the government to remedy it: and to 

that which exposed the temper of the party in regard to the revolution he answered explicitly that 

he knew the disaffected were at work to excite trouble but that their efforts would be fruitless: 

for enlightened by experience and strong in the power of the whole nation, the convention would 

be able to controul their movements; and in closing he addressed himself more particularly to the 

memorialists, saying that the efforts of the people to recover their liberty would not be lost, 

whilst good citizens seconded the labours of their representatives; that despair belonged only to 

slaves; freemen never regretted the sacrifices they had made in such a cause. The answer which 

was received with general applause, checked for a while the turbulent spirit of the disaffected.  

But this party had too much at stake and its measures were probably too far advanced to 

be abandoned in this stage. About a week after this and which was on the 1
st
 of April (12 

Germinal) a more numerous body, consisting principally of workmen from the
9
 faubourg of S

t
 

Antoine, presented itself likewise before the hall demanding admission to the bar of the 

convention and upon some pretext and in violation of the usual forms immediately forced its way 

into the hall of the assembly. The crowd increased so that in the course of a few hours there were 

in the hall perhaps 3 or 4,000 and in the vacant external place around it, as many more. The 

proceedings of the convention were suspended: the President however and the members kept 

their seats, declaring that as their sitting was violated they would do no business; indeed it was 

now impossible to do any had they been so disposed, for the general and tumultuous cries that 

were raised by the invaders “for bread.” For “biberly to “the patriots” meaning some of the 

accomplices of Robespierre, could alone be heard. They continued this in the hall about 4 hours, 

from two to six in the evening, offering in the interim no violence to any of the members, but 

behaving in other respects with the utmost possible indecorum. When they first entered some 

circumstances were seen which caused a suspicion that a good understanding subsisted between 
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the leaders of the mob and some members of the mountain party, and it was likewise observed 

that their final retreat was made upon a suggestion from that quarter for as soon as and 

admonition to that effect was given from that quarter it was obeyed. Many believe it was 

intended to lay violent hands upon all the leading members of the preponderating party and 

either murder them in their places, or send them to prison to be murdered afterwards, under the 

form of a trial, as was the case in the time of Robespierre,
10

 whereby the preponderating scale 

would be shifted to the other side, and the reign of terror revived again for a while. Be the plan 

however what it might it was soon frustrated: for as the movement was that of a mob against the 

civil authority, its operations were irregular and disorderly: it had no chief to lead it on to acts of 

violence. The time was therefore whiled away in senseless uproar, till at length the spectative 

authors of the movement were as uneasy about the issue, and as anxious to get rid of it as those 

at whom it war supposed to be pointed. In the interim too the measures that were adopted 

without tended not only to secure the general tranquility of the City, but most probably to 

influence in a great measure the proceedings within. By order of the committees the tocsin was 

sounded, and the citizens in every section called to arms, so that the appeal was fairly made to 

the people of Paris whether they would support the republic, or rally under the standard of those 

who were for a change. Nor was the question long undecided: for as soon as the government 

acted in its various functions it was obeyed; the lapse of a few hours gave it the preponderance, 

and the lapse of a few more only freed the hall of the Convention from the invasion with which it 

had been seized, but dispersed the crowd from its vicinity. At six in the evening the convention 

resumed its deliberation beginning by declaring its sitting permanent, and progressing by a 

review of the movement of the day, which were well understood and freely discussed. By this 

time too it was fortified by accounts from every quarter, that the sense of the City was decisively 

pronounced in its favour, and against the rioters, and that the inhabitants of
11

 those sections 

whence the disorder proceeded were returning to their duty. The sitting continued till six in the 

morning in the course whereof a decree of banishment was passed against the accused members, 

and of arrestation against 8 or 9 of the mountain party, which latter list was afterwards increased 

to about 18, and both of which decrees have since been carried into effect, by sending the former 

to the Isle of Oleron and the latter to the castle of Ham in the department of Somme: and thus 

ended the commotion which was so long gathering, and which menaced at one time, not to arrest 

the progress of the revolution (at least such was my opinion) but to occasion much trouble, and 

stain its page with new atrocities. 

In the course of this day, the services of Gerneral Pichegru who happened to be in Paris 

and was appointed commandment of the national guard, were of great importance to his country. 

His activity was great, for he was always on horse, passing from quarter of the City to another: 

and his arrangements in disposing of the cannon and military force, were wise. His name too was 

of great utility, for it tended equally to elevate the hopes of the friends, and depress those of the 

                                                           
10 

Page Break 

 
11

 Page Break 



enemies of the public tranquility. I do not think if he had been absent, the event would have been 

different, but I am satisfied that his presence contributed much to hasten the restoration of order 

and to preserve it afterwards. 

By this event which is called is called the complement of the 9
th

 of Thermidon, and which 

forms the catastrophe of the mountain party, tranquility appears to be established not only in this 

city, but throughout the
12

 republic in general. The scarcity of bread it is true still continues, but 

yet no murmering has been since heard on that subject. The moderate party, and which 

inprinciple I deem the same with that which was overwhelmed on the 31
st
 of May, will therefore 

commence its career under auspices extremely favourable to its own reputation, and to the liberty 

and prosperity of France. The fate of its late antagonist, if there was no other motive, and which 

was precipitated by the general wish of France, and of all other nations not in league against the 

French republic, must furnish a solemn and lasting admonition to shun its example. The opposite 

principles too upon which it is founded, being the avowed portion of humanity justice and law, 

and equally at varience with the opposite extremes of aristocracy and anarchy, whose partisans 

were lately combined in an effort to crush it; promise to secure in its measures, some stability in 

the observance of those just and honourable principles which it professes. 

For some time past the views of this party have been directed towards the establishment 

of the constitution, and some motions to that effect are now depending before select committees 

appointed to prepare the several organic law necessary to introduce it. An opinion is likewise 

entertained by many that the constitution in question is very defective and ought to be amended 

before it is put in force. A discourse to this effect was lately delivered by Pelet, a respectable and 

well informed member, and the same sentiment was then avowed by others. But whether an 

attempt of this kind, should it formally be made, will succeed, or whether the general solicitude 

to put the constitution in force however
13 

defective it may be, in the hope of amending it 

afterwards will prevail is yet uncertain. 

Since the fortunate issues of the late commotion a treaty of peace was concluded with 

Prussia at Basle, in Switzerland, of which I inclose you a copy. The import of the 4
th

 and 5
th

 

articles give cause to suspect that some stipulations exist which have not been communicated; 

and it is believed by many that it agreed between the parties that France shall retain the Prussian 

territory on the left of the Rhine, in lieu whereof she is to take and cede Hanover. Should this be 

the case, it is probably if the war continues another campaign that Prussia will be seen arranged 

as a party in it on the side of France. The latter considers the old connection with Austria as 

broken and wishes to supply it by one with Prussia, and provided satisfactory arrangements are, 

or shall be hereafter formed, for that purpose, will become interested in raising the latter power at 

the expence of the former, as well as that of England. The negotiation with Spain is also said to 

be far advanced and will most probably soon be closed. „Tis likewise reported that a person or 

more than one from England, is now in Paris upon the pretext of treating for an exchange of 
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prisoners, but in truth for the more substantial one of treating or at least of sounding the 

disposition of this government for peace. Upon this point however I hope to be able to give you 

in the course of a few days more correct information than I now can. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, with great respect and esteem your very humble ser
t 

Ja
s
 Monroe. 


