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Sir,  

I was late informed by M
r
 Jay that it was his intention to communicate to me the contents 

of his treaty with the British administration; and as I knew the good effect which correct 

information upon that point would produce upon our affairs here, admitting it to be as heretofore 

represented, I thought it my duty to endeavour to avail myself of it as soon as possible. But as the 

communication promised was to be in cipher, and W. Morris had taken his copy with him, I 

knew that I should not be able to comprehend it in case it was received. I therefore deemed the 

acquisition an object of sufficient importance to authorise the expence of an especial dispatch to 

London to obtain it, and have in consequence
1
 committed that trust to M

r
 Purveyance of 

Baltimore who left this immediately after the receipt of M
r
 Jay’s letter, and who was likewise 

instructed to bring me a copy of M
r
 Pinckney’s cipher for future use. By his return I hope to be 

enabled to remove all uneasiness upon that head, and in which I am the more confident, from a 

knowledge that the government here is well disposed to view it, with the utmost liberality.  

I was also lately informed by a letter from M
r
 Fenwick, that he understood from M

r
 

Muscoe Livingston, who had not long since arrived from Lisbon, that Col
o
 Humphreys had 

sailed thence for Algiers upon the business as was presumed intrusted to him with that regency, 

and that prior to his departure he had committed to him a message for me to be communicated in 

person: M
r
 Fenwick add that M

r
 Livingston was taken sick, and in consequence deprived of his 

senses, just as he was about to set out from Bordeaux for Paris whereby he was not only rendered 

unable to proceed on his journey, but even to communicate to him the purport of his message for 

me. Thus I am left in perfect ignorance, equally of Col
o
 Humphreys’ wishes, the time of his 

departure, and plan of operation. I intimated to you before that, although I had written to Col
o
 

Humphreys for information upon that point, and with the view of forwarding his wishes to the 

utmost of my power, yet I was fearful, in consideration of those embarrassments which were 

inseparable from the war, it would be difficult to concert any plan of harmonious operation, 

which should commence and proceed from such distant point, whereby the aid of this republic 

would be yielded us in that negotiation: under present circumstances therefore you will readily 

perceive, that it has become altogether impossible.  

The
2
 French troops have at length entered Amsterdam whereby the whole of the province 

of Holland was brought immediately under the power of this republic, as indeed the whole of the 

7 United Provinces most probably soon will be. This was announced a few days past to the 

convention by a letter from the deputies in that quarter, two of whom it is said are on their way to 

render an account in detail of this very important acquisition. It is reported that Breda and 

Bergenoproom have surrendered. indeed the general idea is that no further opposition will be 

made there to the French Arms, and of course that this republic will likewise become possessed 

of the fleet and immense stories of every kind. The Prince of Orange with his family 
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accompanied by several members of the states general, had made their escape, but by what route, 

and whether for London or Berlin, is unknown.  

After the entry of the French into Amsterdam was certain, and in consequence the entire 

conquest of the Seven provinces more than probable, an effort was made by the States general to 

yield the same thing upon terms, for the purpose of putting this republic in possession of the 

country by treaty instead of conquest: and with this view an agent who arrived here about a 

fortnight before that event, was dispatched, and who offered as I am well assured, to surrender 

all the important fortifications of the country, and to provide at their own expence and for the 

residue of the war, quarters and provisions for such forces as should be deemed adequate to hold 

them, to yield immediately 25 sail of the line, and likewise to pay at stated times, convenient for 

both parties, the sum of 300,000,000 of florins. But it was known by the committee that without 

an accident as much might be gained and perhaps by conquest, that
3
 the latter mode which knew 

of no condition, freed them from fetters and of course from the possibility of any future 

imputation of breach of treaty, and of violated faith. The agent however who was an ancient 

Minister of that government here, was suffered to remain and treated with respect, whilst orders 

were issued to the troops to advance and which were obeyed.  

There arrived about the same time a deputation from the patriots who associating with M
r
 

Vanslaphorst and one or two others of those who were banished from their country in 1787, 

endeavoured to counteract the movements of the agents from the States general, and to attract to 

that body the attention of the Convention. Before the entry into Amsterdam they wished 

admittance to the bar as well for that purpose as to sound the disposition of the Convention in 

regard to the future fate of Holland. But in that stage it was evaded, perhaps from policy, perhaps 

the real impropriety of expressing any opinion upon that point in the then state of affairs, or 

perhaps indeed from the impossibility of forming one. But since that event they were admitted 

and with an address founded on it, though in other respects adapted as was before intended. The 

answer of the President was respectful, but cautious, for whilst it breathed a spirit of patriotism, 

and of particular regard for the ancient virtues of the Belgie confederacy, and of course left them 

no cause of complaint, it carefully avoided all compromitment of the government itself.  

What will be the future fate of those provinces is altogether uncertain, and must be in 

great measure dependent on events. At present I am satisfied there is no settled plan on that head, 

nor indeed is it possible there should be, within so short a space of time. Many members
4
 and 

among these some of distinguished weight in the Convention seem disposed to extend the future 

boundary of the Republic to the Rhine, and of course to comprehend within its limits, all that 

part of them lying on this side of that river. This idea was lately avowed by Boifsy d’Anglas a 

member of the committee of public safety, in a speech delivered apparently by authority of that 

body, and for the purpose equally of sounding the Convention upon the conditions of peace, to 

ascertain such as they would approve, and of announcing in that informal manner to the parties 

concerned the ultimate upon which they might expect it. In this he proposes that the Republic 
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shall be hereafter bounded only “by the ocean, the Mountains and the great Rivers.” Be this 

however as it may I think it certain, unless the fortune of the war should inspire other councils, 

that the whole of thes provinces will be retained in the hands of this republic until its termination, 

and be made in the progress as instrumental to that event in its favor, as circumstances will admit 

of.  

But even in case they be not dismembered yet a revolution in their government seems to 

be unavoidable. Their strong posts, their harbours, perhaps their fleet, will be under the controul 

of France, and of course their councils likewise will be so. Ancient forms may for awhile remain, 

but it is not possible under circumstances of this kind, that they should be more than from.  

Half the political regulations of the country, perhaps the whole will proceed from the 

representatives of this republic with the army; nor will any of its inhabitants, other than those of 

decided patriotism, be employed by them in any office of trust or proft. Thus the weight and 

authority of the government will be gradually transferred
5
 to the popular scale. The people at 

large will soon take the admonition, and from that moment the ancient fabric which was before 

tottering will be leveled with the ground. The ordinary allurements of freedom are sufficiently 

great to the mass of mankind to require no additional recommendation in its favour, and the hand 

of power must be strong where it is not pursued with effect, but in the present instance the 

additional inducement will be great, for as it is known that this republic can repose no confidence 

in the existing government and especially in the house of Orange, and which might not be the 

case and most probably would not, with that, which would succeed a revolution, so it must 

equally obvious that its continuance, will furnish a strong argument here for the dismemberment. 

This consideration therefore will add a new stimulus to all those, who incline rather to preserve 

the independence of their country, than become reduced into a few departments of France.  

Before this great achievement and which resembles more an exploit of the ancient Roman 

empire than those of modern Princes, there was a collection of diplomatic characters, formal and 

informal, from several of the powers at war, and other friendly to some of them, at Basle in 

Switzerland, and who expected to be met there by an agent or agents from this Republic, to 

commence the negotiation for peace. But as soon as they heard of this event that prospect 

vanished, and tis said that some of them have retired home, and others arrived here to confer 

more directly with the government itself. Count Cartely from Florence and Baron Stahl from 

Denmark, men said
6
 to be friendly to the French revolution, are those only who are known, and 

the latter is supposed rather to expect than to have brought his credentials with him.  

I herewith transmit to you some communications received from M
r
 Skipwith, and which 

will shew the state of the Bordeaux and S
t
 Domingo claims and I beg of you to be assured of the 

unremitted attention which I shall continue to pay to these concerns, and indeed to every other to 

which my countrymen are interested.  

With great respect and esteem, I have the honor to be your most obt. And very humble 

servant.  
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