
Paris January 26
th

 1796 

 

Sir, 

Some weeks past the property of William Nans a citizen of the United States was 

attached by Joseph Sands another citizen of the United States in a tribunal of France at Havre, 

where the cause was sustained and judgment rendered in favour of the plaintiff. From this 

judgment the defendant at Rouen, where I believe it is now depending. As soon as the suit 

commenced M
r
 Nans applied for my interference, claiming by the 12

th
 article of the consular 

convention between the two republics, an exemption at the instance of a fellow citizen from the 

tribunals of the country, the cognizance of such controversies being as he supposed thereby 

exclusively vested in the consuls of each nation within the jurisdiction of the other. I examined 

attentively the convention and was of opinion that the construction insisted
1
 on by M

r
 Nans was 

sound, but yet as the subject to the principle, and questionable in point of policy, I wished to 

decline any interference in it until I had your instruction. He continued however to press me, 

urging that if such was the import of the article it vested in him a right, which I ought to secure 

him the enjoyment of, the deprivation of which too in the present instance would be his ruin, for 

that the execution of the judgment by the sale of the merchandize attached at Havre where there 

was then no demand for it, would not only subject him in that view to a severe loss, but that he 

was likewise sued for the same debt in America and where judgment would likewise by probably 

rendered against him. Finally therefore I did apply in his behalf by a letter to the minister of 

foreign affairs, of which I send you a copy, explaining my idea of the import of the treaty in the 

case in question, and requesting that the executive so far as depended upon that branch, and 

provided it concurred with me in the construction, might cause the same to be executed and to 

which I have yet received no answer, though I am assured verbally that the Directoire concur 

with me in the construction, and that a correspondent intimation thereon with be given by the 

minister of justice to the court where the suit now is, and with whom it will probably be decisive. 

I state this case that you may apprize me, how it is the wish of the President I should act, in cases 

of the kind in future, and even in the present one, if not finally settled before I hear from you, 

and which may possibly happen. If it be wished that such controversies should be decided by the 

courts of the country, I doubt not such a construction and practice will be agreeable to
2
 this 

government; but if the contrary is preferred you will I presume see the necessity of prescribing 

by the suitable authority, how the consular courts are to be held, how their process is to be 

executed, and appeals conducted.  

As connected with this subject permit me to call your attention to another, and upon 

which I likewise wish to be instructed. For the port of Havre there are at present two consuls, or 

rather a consul and Vice Consul, both of whom M
r
 Cutting and M

s
 La Motte are recognized by 

this government. Was it intended the latter commission should supersede the former, and in that 
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case should I take in the former? Or is it intended that both exist at the same time, the power of 

the Vice Consul being dormant only when the Consul is present? I wish to know in what light I 

am to consider the appointments since thereby I shall know to whom I am to look for the 

performance of the consular duties at the port. 

A third one of the same kind occurs, and which I think proper to mention to you. 

Sometime since M
r
 Pitcairn was appointed Vice Consul for Paris, and in respect to which 

appointment I deemed it my duty to present before you several considerations, growing out of his 

character as a British subject, and the actual state of things here, which made it, inexpedient to 

demand his recognition of this government until after they were weighed, and I in consequence 

further instructed on that head. These were stated in my letter of 17
th

 of May last, and to which as 

yet I have received no answer. As M
r
 Pitcairn probably expects to hear from me on the subject, I 

shall thank you for information what I am to say to him, and how I am to act in that respect. 

The collection of the forced loan continues and will I think succeed, but what its product 

will be is a point upon which
3
 there is a diversity of opinion. Some think it will fall short of the 

sum at which it was estimated, whilst others carry it much beyond that estimation. Certain 

however it is that by means thereof the embarrassments of the government will for the present be 

relieved, and time given for the maturity, and adoption of a more complete system of finance, 

which subject is now under consideration of the council of five hundred. 

About the twenty-fifth of December last was asked by the Austrian Generals Wurmser 

and Cairfait, of Pichegru and Jourdon for three months, and granted subject to the will of the 

Directoire, by whom, it is said it was allowed for one only, the report at first circulated, that it 

was wholly rejected, being without foundation. Whether it will be prolonged admitting the term 

as here stated to be correct is unknown, as likewise the motive of Austria in asking and France in 

granting it. The presumption is, it was to try the experiment of negociation in the interim, and 

such is the report: and it is likewise presumable that such an experiment was made or is now 

making: but from what I can learn there is little prospect of its producing a peace. I will be 

difficult to part Austria from England, whilst the latter supplies the former with money to carry 

on the war, and which she will probably continue to do whilst she carries it on herself. The 

present prospect therefore is that Europe is destined to sustain the waste and havoc of another 

campaign; for superior as England is a sea, with the recent conquest of the Cape of Good Hope, 

it is not probable if she escapes an internal convulsion, the symptoms of which have diminished 

of late, that she will restore everything on her part, and leave France in possion of the Belgie: and 

without which I think France will not make peace. A doubt indeed has latterly been circulated 

whether England will make any sacrifice in favor of the Emperor, whether in short she would 

agree to restore the possessions taken by her from France and Holland, as a consideration for the 

restoration of the Belgie of the Emperor. It is even added that intimations have been given by
4 

her; that if France will have her in possession of her conquest from Holland, she will restore 
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every thing taken from France and leave her in possession of S
t
 Domingo and the Belgie. If this 

is true and is credited by the Emperor it will certainly tend to weaken, and perhaps absolutely 

dissolve the connection between England and Austria. 

I communicated to you in two preceding letters the application of Count Carletti, Minister 

from Tuscany for permission to visit the “unfortunate young Princess &c” and the displeasure 

which that demand gave to the Directoire, who suspended his powers immediately, ordered him 

to leave the Republic forthwith, and finally sent him by force beyond its limits. I was 

apprehended by many that this peremptory mode of proceeding would give offence to the Grand 

Duke: the contrary however was the case, for as soon as he heard of the transaction he dispatched 

another Envoy to the Directoire to disavow the demand of Carletti and declare his respect for the 

French government; and such was the solicitude for his hasty departure, that he actually departed 

without the ordinary credentials, bearing simply a letter of introduction from the Grand Duke 

himself. Thus therefore this business has ended without producing any injury to the French 

Republic, whilst it is a proof, of the energy of its council and of its decision upon the delicate 

subject of which it refers. 

On the 24
th

 instant, being the anniversary of the late King, the members of the legislature 

corps, of the Directoire, and all public officers to a new and solemn oath to support the 

Constitution, or rather of hatred to royalty. The directoire gave on the same day what is called a 

fête in the champ de Mars, where an Ampitheatre was erected and from which the President 

surrounded by the other members, and all the Ministers of government delivered an oration 

suited to the occasion to a numerous audience. It seems to be the policy of the existing 

government to win the zeal of the people in favor of the republic, and of the revolution,
5
 and 

measures of this kind are certainly well calculated to produce that effect. 

With great respect and esteem, I am, Sir, 

 y
r
 very humble servant 

Ja
s 
Monroe. 

  

P.S. Since writing the above I have heard through a channel that merits confidence, that 

the term of the truce is prolonged, and which strengthens what I intimated above, that a 

negociation is depending with Austria. The recent and sudden departure too of one of the Dutch 

Ministers for Holland, after a conference with the Directoire, and which took place about the 

time the truce was prolonged, is a circumstance which think proper to communicate, since it 

gives cause to suspect if a negociation is depending it treats for a general and not a partial peace. 
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