
Paris 25? May 1796 

 

Sir, 

Since my last of the third instant I have heard nothing from this government upon the 

subject communicated to you in that and several of my preceding letters, and which had been 

discussed by the minister of foreign affairs and myself, as was shewn by the papers transmitted 

in my last. Nor have I understood through any other channel that any decision is taken on that 

subject. I flatter myself therefore that I shall hear nothing further on it. As yet however no 

successor is appointed to M
r
 Adet, according to his request, and who remains of course the 

locum tenens until one is appointed. I mention this circumstance because as such an appointment 

was contemplated when that discussion commenced, and was probably delayed by it, so nothing 

can be satisfactorily inferred; at least for the present, of the final decision of the Directoire upon 

the topic in discussion until that
1
 of the appointment is likewise resumed and settled. 

I was lately favored with yours of the 7
th

 of January, communicating the correspondence 

which took place between the President and the Minister of France when the latter presented the 

flag which was voted by the Convention, as likewise the resolutions of both Houses of Congress 

on the same subject, with the letter of the President to the Directoire in consequence thereof, and 

which latter you desired me to deliver without delay. According the day after I received it, I 

waited on the Minister of foreign affairs and presented the letter to him, with a request that he 

would deliver it to the directoire as soon as possible, and to which communication I have since 

received the reply of which I herewith enclose you a copy. 

There was lately announced by the Directoire to the Council of five hundred, the 

discovery of a conspiracy against the government, whose avowed object was to overthrow the 

present constitution and establish that of 1793 in its stead. The details furnished exhibit a project 

which ought to marshal one description of patriots against another, the leaders of the innovating 

party differing from the established order by the greater fervor of their zeal, and offering as an 

allurement to the poor, and in support of their interest, the free pillage of the wealthy. 

Fortunately however the object was discovered in good time by the Directoire and crush in 

embrio. What its object was, who were its real authors and how many were comprised in it, time 

will doubtless disclose. Perhaps the trial of Drouet a member of the five hundred, and lately a 

prisoner in Austria, who is accused of being a principal in it, will throw light on the subject in 

both views. 

The discovery of this plot excited anew the jealousy of this government against 

foreigners, some of whom were suspected of having an Agency in it, and which subjected our 

countrymen in common with those of other powers to some trouble. The foreign Ministers were 

in consequence called on for a list their countrymen here, with the business of each respectively 

and
2
 which I have given, and by which I presume permission to remain will be obtained for all 

those who are American citizens. 
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The success of the French troops in Italy, whereby the Austrian and Sardinian armies 

were completely routed in several severe conflicts, and with great loss to the Austrians, has 

already obtained for the republic a very advantageous peace with Sardinia, by which the King 

has not only abandoned the coalition but ceded for ever to France Savoy and Nice, and even put 

himself in effect for the residue of the war, under the protection of the French Republic. The 

papers forwarded will give you the details of this event, as likewise of the provisional treaty 

treaty which ensued with Parma. It is generally admitted that the road to Rome is open, and said 

that the Pope is so sensible of this, that he has offered to the directoire, among other 

inducements, to use his Apostolic authority to appease the discoutents in the Vendée, and 

reconcile the disaffected there to the republic, in case they will spare him for the present the hon 

or of a visit. A minister or ministers are reported to be on their way from Naples, so that is 

probable some adjustment will likewise soon be made with the power. Beaulieu with the residue 

of the Austrian army has retreated beyond Milan, to the heights between the Lake la garde and 

Mantua, a strong position (and noted as being formerly occupied by the Prince Eugene) whiether 

too he has persued by Buonaparté who now keeps him in check or rather invests him there. 

Efforts are making by both governments to send to both their armies reinforcements, so that 

perhaps that until they arrive, the final fate of those armies will not be settled.  

I inclose you some letters just received from M
r
 Barlow at Algiers, and am with great 

respect and esteem your  

most obed
t
 servant 

Ja
s
 Monroe. 
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