
Paris October 4
th

, 1795 

 

Sir, 

I herewith inclose you extracts of several letters from M
r
 Cathalan our consul at 

Marseilles, and by which it appears that a treaty in behalf of the United States is made with 

Algiers. I have likewise since conferred with Jean Delsie of the committee of public safety who 

is charged with the American affairs and by, whom I am informed that like intelligence is 

received by the committee from their consul at Algiers, so that the verity of this report cannot be 

doubted. By these extracts as by the communications of the consul to the committee, as I am 

advised, it is to be inferred that the movements of M
r
 Donaldson were unconnected with the 

French
1 

consul and of course that the aid of this republic was not extended to us in this 

negotiation. From what cause this proceeded, if such is the fact, I cannot at present divine, but 

presume it will be fully explained to you by Col
o
 Humphreys from Lisbon, where he doubtless is 

before this having left Paris on his return there about three weeks since. ‘Tis however necessary, 

for me to state to you what took place here in that respect in consequence of Col
o
 Humphreys 

arrival, prior to the receipt of the above intelligence, as likewise what has been since done in 

consequence of that intelligence. 

I was informed by Col
o
 Humphreys that you wished to obtain the aid of this government 

in support of our negotiations with the Barbary powers, for which purpose indeed he had come, 

and that you wished me to ask for it, in ease I thought it attainable. From particular 

considerations and which will occur to you, I felt some embarrassment in making an application 

for aid of any kind at the present juncture, but as I was persuaded you had weighed these and 

deemed them no obstacle, and knew that the object was equally pressed by interest and humanity 

I immediately resolved to bring the subject before the government and ask for such aid, stating 

that it was not the aid of funds that we wanted but simply the aid of the amicable mediation and 

interference of this government, and which was promised by our treaty of commerce but never 

performed. Col
o
 Humphreys and myself were agreed that as credit for the service was to be a 

principal motive on the part of France for embarking in it, so it would be expedient on
2
 our part 

to make our arrangements such, as to give full force to that motive since thereby she would 

engage in it with greater zeal and in consequence with proportionably greater effect. I readily 

occurred that the more direct our measures were from this quarter and the more united and 

harmonious our councils were in this respect with those of this government, the greater its 

confidence in us would be and of course the better our prospect of success. Besides to give full 

effect to the influence of France in the councils of the Day and thereby obtain the peace at the 

cheapest rater, it appeared advisable that our agent should be cloathed with a French passport, be 

if possible a French citizen, and even appear to be an agent of France, exhibiting ultimately our 

power when necessary to conclude only. By this mode it would seem as if France interfered as 
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our friend and chiefly from motives of humanity in regard to our prisoners, whereby we should 

avoid inculcating any idea of wealth on our part (for wealth and imbecility are with them strong 

temptations to war) and which would be further supported by the long imprisonment of our 

people. In presenting therefore the subject before the government I left the mode or manner of 

the negotiation open for subsequent and less formal discussion, seeking in that stage a decision 

only upon the first point of aid, and which I was explicitly promised by the committee and the 

commissary. I soon found however in touching on the other part, the execution, that our 

anticipation was correct, and that it was expected our agent would depart hence by the route of 

Marseilles, shunning the countries with which this republic was at war, and at which place the 

government would have a vessel provided for him to proceed to
3
 Algiers. In furtherance of the 

object I was furnished by the commissary with a list of such presents as would be suitable for 

Algiers &c, a literal copy of what they had presented themselves, with a specification of what 

suited they Dey and his ministers in particular, and which presents as introductory he advised us 

to commit to the agent, to be presented in the commencement, according to the usage of the 

place and as their consul would advise. 

But Col
o
 Humphreys observed to me that he had left M

r
 Donaldson at Alicant with power 

to correspond with the French consul at Algiers and act in harmony with him, being further 

authorised in case he was invited over by the consul to proceed to Algiers and conclude a treaty 

with that power. Here then an embarrassment occurred, for it was to be feared and for the 

reasons above stated, that a mission from that quarter under the circumstances attending it, would 

be less likely to succeed than if it proceeded directly hence: and on the other hand it was likewise 

to be feared that if we adopted the latter plan and dispatched a person hence the two agents might 

interfere with and embarrass each other. Upon mature reflection therefore and especially as Col
o
 

Humphreys had instructed M
r
 Donaldson not to act otherwise than in strict harmony with the 

French consul, nor then without an assurance of success, since he Col
o
 Humphreys, was coming 

to Paris to secure the aid of this government, it seemed as if the two modes might be 

incorporated into one, or rather as if we might proceed with the business here, counting upon no 

interference from M
r
 Donaldson providing

4 
however in the arrangement in case he acted before 

Col
o
 Humphreys returned, and which we concluded he would not do, in such manner as to admit 

his falling in, incidentally and harmonizing with the other agent, and to admit likewise let him 

act as he would, provided he harmonized with the French consul, such an explanation as would 

be satisfactory to this government. Upon this principle therefore and with the approbation and 

concurrence of Col
o
 Humphreys I notified to the commissary of foreign relations that we had 

committed the trust to Joel Barlow who was a citizen of both republics and requested the 

passport of the government in his behalf, and also in behalf of M
r
 Donaldson who was eventually 

to be consul at Tunis and Tripoli, and whom we should associate with M
r
 Barlow to guard 

against accidents, in the negotiation with Algiers, requesting likewise that the committee would 
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in the most suitable manner yield all the support in its power in favour of this negotiation. I 

stated also that M
r
 Barlow was here and would proceed by the most direct route in discharge of 

this trust, with the presents we had bought and were buying according to the list furnished me, 

for the said treaty, and was promised that what I had asked should be strictly complied with: and 

thus stood the business when the accounts above referred to were received, and which I have 

thought it my duty to communicate that you may be accurately informed of what was done here 

in relation thereto. 

Perhaps you will ask why M
r
 Barlow or some other agent did not depart hence sooner, 

after the plan of sending
5
 one was agreed on? The fact is it was impossible, for owing to the state 

of things here at the time, about three or four weeks elapsed after I applied to the government for 

aid before I obtained an answer, after which when it appeared expedient to purchase introductory 

presents and for which purpose money was necessary, a doubt arose and for reasons heretofore 

explained, whether Col
o
 Humphreys draft from France would be answered, and which it was 

thought advisable to remove in the first instance. This consumed about three weeks more, and 

since which every possible execution has been made to provide the presents and forward the 

business that circumstance would admit of. 

When the news above noticed arrived Col
o
 Humphreys was at Havre on his return to 

Lisbon and the first point to be decided was whether M
r
 Barlow’s office should cease, and 

secondly what should be done in that case with the presents already purchased. We were both of 

opinion and for many reasons that it was advisable he should notwithstanding proceed, and take 

the presents with him. If any errors have been committed at Algiers, and which it is possible to 

rectify, we knew he would be able to do it: and were also persuaded that in other respects a trip 

to that coast whereby he would be able to gain an insight into the policy of those powers, could 

not otherwise be than of great advantage to the United States. Upon this principle I have asked 

his permission to intimate to you his willingness to accept the office of Consul for Algiers and to 

which he has consented, and which I now do in a
6
 confidence that no person can be found 

willing to accept that trust in whom it can be so happily vested, and in which opinion I doubt not 

but Col
o
 Humphreys will readily united. M

r
 Barlow leaves this upon the plan above stated in the 

course of a few days, and with the presents in question, and for further particulars respecting this 

interesting concern I beg to refer you to Col
o
 Humphreys who will doubtless be more particular 

in his details. 

Since my last Pichegru has also crossed the Rhine and taken Manheim and in 

consequence whereof the seige is more closely pressed on Mayence. Since my last too the Belgic 

is united by a decree to this republic. In addition to which the mission of M
r
 Moneson to England 

ostensibly for an exchange of prisoners, but perhaps for other objects, is the only circumstance 

which merits attention. 

With great respect and esteem, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant. 
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