
Paris 10
th

 September 1795 

 

Sir, 

A private letter of the 31
st
 of May is the last which I have been honoured with from you 

and as more than three months have since elapsed I am inclined to believe that some of your and 

as more than three months have since elapsed I am inclined to believe that some of your 

dispatches are carried into England and treated with the same violence that mind were by the 

admiralty at Halifax. 

It
1
 was doubtless an object of importance with the British government to know what were 

the ulterior measures of the President in regard to England after the decision of the Senate upon 

the treaty of M
r
 Jay, and as I presume you wrote me fully upon that head, and immediately after 

the decision was taken, so I cannot otherwise account why your letters have not yet reached me. 

I sincerely wish to hear from you as soon as possible upon that subject, because if in the 

further pursuit of claims upon England, it is wished to desire any aid from this republic either by 

harmonious co-operation or otherwise, it is obvious from a variety of consideration that the 

sooner an attempt is made to adjust the mode whereby such aid is to be rendered the better the 

prospect of success will be. You know that France viewed with anxiety the late negotiation with 

that power, and waited the result not without unpleasant apprehensions of the consequences; and 

you likewise know that the moment when that anxiety ceases and especially if there is any thing 

mingled in the cause producing the change, which argues an attachment for France is the 

moment to make a suitable impression on her councils. Oftentimes incidents of this kind in 

private life, increase the friendship and cement the union between the parties: and the principle is 

the same with nations as with individuals where the government is in the hands of the people. 

But the moment must be seized, otherwise the prospect diminishes and every day becomes more 

remote: for where a coolness which has once taken place, is suffered to remain for any time after 

the cause which gave birth to it ceases,
2
 that circumstance becomes a new motive for chagrin, 

and which and especially if afterwards increased by mutual slights often ends in mutual enmity. 

In addition to which it may be observed, that if such aid is wished from France, the state of the 

war is such as to require on our part dispatch, for it is always presumable when its substantial 

objects are secured on one side and the hope of gain in a great measure abandoned on the other, 

as is actually now the case, that its close is not very distant. 

I am still of opinion that if timely and suitable attempt be made to engage the aid of this 

government in support of our claims upon England it may be accomplished and upon fair and 

honourable terms. But under existing circumstances, peculiar and extraordinary care becomes 

necessary in the arrangement to be adopted, otherwise the attempt will fail. Our negotiation must 

be in harmony and possess the confidence of this government or it will not support it: for no 

government will support a negotiation which it suspects will terminate in a treaty injurious to 
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itself. For this purpose then the person to whom we commit the trust should possess the 

confidence of this government, and in my opinion the negotiation should be carried on at the 

place where the French negotiation was carried on, either here or at Basle at which latter place it 

is reported M
r
 Eden has lately presented himself; the same person who was not long since at 

Dieppe for an exchange of prisoners as it was said. On the contrary, suppose any person was sent 

directly to England on this business what would be its effect her? It is admitted that such a 

person might be sent as would create no
3
 alarm here of injury to this republic from the 

consequence of such negotiation, but the manner would be deemed inharmonious, and would of 

course be considered as declining all claim upon this government for its support. England would 

know this and profit by it. Indeed no cooperation under such circumstances could be pursued. 

What are the objections to such an arrangement? I can see none. If we were at war with England 

none would be urged by any one, for such was the case when we were at war with her. If then, 

remaining at peace, against a common enemy, ought we to decline an arrangement which would 

be adopted in war, especially when it is considered that peace is the lot we prefer and that our 

success depends upon its success, ~ unaided by any effort of our own? Would it excite disgust in 

England? On the contrary it would command her respect. Without compulsion we know we shall 

not gain from her what we are entitled to, and if this compulsion is to be procured from France 

will it not be more efficacious when she sees that our harmony with France is complete and 

beyond her reach to disturb it? But can we accomplish what we wish by the fortunes of France 

by any kind of negotiation we can set on foot without any effort of our own and if any such effort 

is to be made of what kind must it be? To this I can give no answer other than by referring you to 

my former letters on that head, for latterly I have had no communication with this government on 

it. If it can be done the above is the way to do it: but to secure success by our embarking this 

government with full zeal in our behalf and
4
 striking terror into England it will be necessary to 

lay hold of her property within the U.S. take the posts and even invade Canada. This would not 

only secure to us completely our claims upon Britain and especially if we likewise cut up her 

trade by privateers, but by making a decisive and powerful diversion in favour of France promote 

and very essentially a general peace. 

This state of the war is the same as when I wrote you last .Pichegre is still on this side the 

Rhine and the pressure upon Italy is less forcible since, than it was before the peace within 

Spain, a circumstance which gives cause to suspect, that negotiations promising a favourable 

issue, are depending with the powers in that quarter. A similar consideration may likewise 

impede the movements of Pichegru for it is generally understood that not only the Empire as a 

body but several of its members separately, are negotiating for a peace with this republic, of 

which latter fact we have lately seen an example in a treaty with the Prince of Hesse, whereby 

six thousand of his troops in English pay are withdrawn from the army of the Emperor.  
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I lately sent you by Bordeaux a copy of the Constitution which was adopted by the 

convention and which is at present before the primary assemblies for ratification; and I now send 

you another copy of that act by Havre. The attempt which was hereby made not simply to amend 

but absolutely to sit aside the former constitution and introduce a new one in its stead, differing 

too from the former in many of its great outlines and especially in the character of its legislature 

and executive
5
 branches under the circumstances which existed, when it was commenced being 

at the moment when the trial of Barrére and his associates was depending, and Paris afflicted by 

famine, was an enterprise you will admit of great moment. So far as it was a dangerous one it 

proves that such danger was encountered from motives equally benevolent and patriotic. And as 

the constitution which this attempt has produced, comparatively with the other, is infinitely 

preferable to it, an forms of course, in case it be adopted, a new bulwark in favour of republican 

government, it is fair to conclude that such likewise was the object of it. The primary assemblies 

were convened to deliberate on it five days, and this is the fifth; and from those quarters from 

whence accounts are already received it appears that it is adopted, in some cases unanimously 

and in all by great majorities. It was likewise submitted to the armies and by whom it is said to 

be adopted almost unanimously. In the prospect therefore, in this respect, before this republic, 

one circumstance only presents itself, which darkens in any degree the political horizon. In 

putting the constitution in motion, the Convention wished to transfer from its own body two 

thirds of its members to the legislative branches of the new government, and for which a decree 

was passed. A motion for this was the advantage the republic would gain from keeping in office 

many of those in whose hands depending negotiations were, and who in other respects are 

acquainted with the actual state of things. There may be and doubtless are other motives for this 

measure and which will readily
6 

to you. This arrangement is however disliked by many and 

particularly of the inhabitants of this city and by whom it is generally rejected. The presumption 

is that a great majority of France will approve the decree and in which case Paris will yield: but 

should the majority prove to be on the other side the presumption is equally strong that the 

convention will yield: so that from this source I do not see cause to apprehend any serious evil. 

Many however are of a different opinion and count upon the division which exists upon this 

point as the commencement of a counter revolution. It is well known that the royalists are active 

and using their utmost efforts to improve it in their favour: and it is also believed that England 

and some others of the coalesced powers view it with the same anxious and favourable 

expectation. But it is usual for the royalists and these powers, to catch at every circumstance 

which turns up whereon to rest a hope: in general however their calculations upon the fortune of 

the revolution have not been verified by events, and I shall be deceived if this is not the case in 

the present instance. Indeed a sound reason may be given why Paris differs in this respect from 

the majority of the other departments and without impeaching her attachment to the republican 

government. All the great atrocities which have stained the different stages of the revolution 
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were perpetrated here. Under every convulsion and change of her citizens have suffered: and 

with the preponderating party in the Convention she is not popular as a department; so that ‘tis 

natural she should wish a complete change of the members, who are to
7 

compose the new 

government. – With great respect and esteem I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient and 

very humble servant. 

Ja
s
 Monroe. 

  

P.S. Respecting Algiers &c, I will write you in my next. 

Since writing the above it is announced in the Convention that Jourdan who commands 

the army of the Sambre and the Muse has crossed the Rhine at the head of about 50,000 men in 

the face of about 40,000 well posted and strongly fortified on the oposite shore. It is also said 

that he attacked and took by storm immediately afterwards. Much applause is bestowed upon the 

general and his army for this bold exploit and which under the circumstances attending it is 

deemed among the most brilliant of the war.  
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