
Paris December 2
nd

, 1794 

Sir, 

I have at length obtained an answer from the Committee of public Safety to the several 

propositions heretofore presented, before it: in an arrete of the 15
th

 Ult
o
 and which I now transmit 

to you. By the arrete the commission of marine is ordered to adjust the amount due
1
 to such of 

our citizens as were injured by the Embargo of Bordeaux, and likewise to such others as have 

claims for supplies rendered to the government of S
t
 Domingo. By it also many embarrassments 

which impeded the direct trade between the two countries are removed, the arbitrary rule of 

contraband which authorized the seizure of our vessels laden with provisions destined for other 

countries is done anyway; and the stipulation of the treaty of commerce which gives free 

passage, under our flag to the subjects of any of the powers at war with the Republic, is likewise 

inforced. In short everything has conceded that was desired, except the execution of that part of 

the treaty which gave freedom to goods, in ships that were so. 

I have in consequence notified to the commission of marine that I had impowered M
r
 

Skipwith to take charge of these claims, and attend -- their adjustment on the part of our citizens , 

and I shall continue to give every aid in my power to obtain from them the justice to which they 

are intiled. In respect to the liquidation, unless indeed some difficulty should arise as to the mode 

of payment, whether in assignats or specie, I presume all difficulty is at an end. But in regard to 

the payment, I think it probable unless assignats are taken and which are now depreciated,
2
 

further delay will be desired, owing to the great expenditures of the government at the present 

very important crisis of its affairs. 

Upon this however, I shall be able to give you more correct information in my next. 

If the treaty could have been carried into effect, by general agreement, I should have 

deemed it a fortunate thing, because it would have secured our commerce hereafter from the 

possibility of vexation and upon any pretext whatever, by the French cruisers; and because it 

would have arranged the French republic and at an important period of its affairs on the side of a 

principle founded in benevolence and necessary to the freedom of the Seas. But as connected 

with other considerations more immediately applicable to ourselves and, especially if the hope of 

forcing it upon other nations as a law, is abandoned, I have deemed it of but little consequence. 
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It certainly precludes the probability of our being called on hereafter to fulfill any 

stipulations whatever, and will of course gain us greater credit for any services we may render 

them, in case it should suit us to render them any. I am likewise persuaded from the 

responsibility the arrete imposes, and the increasing partiality pervailing all France towards us, 

and which is felt by the Americans, and observed by the subjects of other neutral powers
3
 that 

the execution will not vary much from the import of the treaty itself, for I cannot think that many 

of our vessels will hereafter be brought in upon the suspicion of having enemies goods on board. 

I informed you sometime since that I was persuaded, if the subject was before the 

Convention it would readily be granted: and in this I have not only been since confirmed, but in 

the further belief that a majority of the several committees was favorable to the object. The dread 

however of denunciation in the course of events deterred them from adopting it. It was opposed, 

as was likewise every other change, by a party who would not fail to take advantage of it, should 

a favorable opportunity occur. The sordid spoilers to the public wealth, never forgive those who 

detect and expose to view their iniquities. And this was the most vulnerable point upon which 

recrimination could hereafter act. For as it is contemplated when the other powers are withdrawn, 

to prosecute the war against England with the collected force of the republic; and this might be 

construed into a partiality for that nation it was deemed too hazardous a measure , in respect to 

the personal safety of the members to be encountered. In this decision too it is probable they 

were the more confirmed, by the necessity of cultivating Denmark and Sweeden
4
 at the present 

moment (from whence great resources are drawn in support of the war) whose councils are 

wielded by Burnstoff, a man believed to be well disposed to a reform in the existing 

governments of Europe, and whose fleets are combined with no friendly disposition towards 

England. They would most probably have pressed to be put on the same footing, and the pressure 

could not easily have been resisted after the example was given. As a proof however of the 

disposition of the committee, upon the subject generally, I herewith transmit to you a copy of a 

report, drawn upon my notes, by Merlin de Douay, to whom they were referred, and which was 

informally given me by its diplomatic members. 

I apprived you in my last of the 20
th

 instant of M
r
 Gardoqui’s attempt to obtain 

permission to attend certain baths within the Republic, ostensibly upon account of his ill health, 
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but in my judgment to commence a negotiation for peace, (a finesse too often practiced by a 

certain grade of politicians) and at the same time lessen any weight the United States might have 

upon that subject in respect to their own affairs, by inspiring a distrust in me in the outset. I 

likewise stated to you in what manner I had acted, upon that occasion laying his original letters 

before the committee with
5
 my free and candid comments upon them: as also the further 

discussion which took place between the committee and myself in regard to Spain, and to which 

an incident of a different kind gave birth, in which I exposed as far the nature of the case would 

admit the real situation of the United States with respect to Spain and Britain, menaced with war 

by both, shewing how France would be affected by that event, and of course the part she should 

take in our affairs in the present moment. So that communication I have now nothing new to add, 

having since heard neither from M
r
 Gardoqui upon the subject of his proposition, nor the 

committee upon that, or the one which afterwards occurred. I omitted however at that time to 

transmit to you a copy of my letter accompanying M
r
 Gardoqui’s to the committee and which I 

now inclose, for the purpose of presenting that business more fully before you. 

I am convinced that this exposition of our situation with Britain and Spain and to which 

the incident of M
r
 Gardoqui funished the first opening, has been useful for before that exposition, 

I had reason believe that it was not only unknown, but that a very erroneous opinion was 

entertained by many in the committee upon the subject.
6
 I thought I had felt the effect of that 

opinion, created no doubt in the manner you suggest, but as it was not communicated in a way to 

enable me to take official notice of it, I was embarrassed how to act or what measure to adopt in 

regard to it. For a while, as it was circulated only in private. I thought it best to counteract it by 

making the necessary explanation only, to those who mentioned it to me: finally as I knew the 

campaign was progressing towards a close, and that the winter was the season for negotiation 

and more especially as I feared its commencement with either of those powers with such an 

improper opinion of our situation with each, because I well knew they would improve it with 

great dexterity to their advantage, I deemed it my duty to make an extraordinary effort to remove 

it. With the view I appointed a rendezvous with the diplomatic members of the committee and 

which took place accordingly, I was resolved however not to meet the imputation as a charge 

supposed to exist, or which I was bound to answer in case it did. A denial of a charge might 
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beget a suspicion where there was none. I took different ground by informing the committee, that 

the war in which they were engaged, like all other wars, must have a termination: that most were 

concluded by the friendly mediation of third powers that I was well convinced the United States 

would be happy to render the French republic any service in their power in that respect, to bring 

the present war to a happy close: that it was not their interest to interfere even by mediation, not 

in any judgment would they otherwise that at the instance and by request of the French republic, 

in the hope of promoting thereby the success of their revolution. I observed further that I wanted 

no answer to this, and had only given the information, that they might retain it in memory, for 

the purpose of availing themselves of it hereafter, in case it should be found expedient. It was 

received respectfully but
7
 calmly. By one of the members it was observed that having beaten 

their enemies completely, it belonged to those enemies to determine whether they wished peace 

or not and if they did, they would no doubt be able to find a way whereby to make it known to 

the republic. 

By another I was asked whether M
r
 Jay was still in London, and whether he intended 

over to Paris as had been publised in an English paper? This was the very suspicion I wished to 

combat and remove, tho’ indeed I did not expect it would have been avowed in so abrupt a 

manner. I replied I could not tell whether he had returned or not, but that it was impossible the 

paragraph in the English paper should be true, and he was sent to England upon an especial 

business only, to demand reperation for injuries, and to which his authority was strictly limited. I 

then repeated what I had before said of the friendly disposition of the United States towards the 

French republic in all cases, and of the pleasure with which they would, in my judgment serve it 

upon the present one, if in their power. That I was persuaded they would listen to no proposition 

upon the subject of mediation from any other power, for as it was a business which could not 

possibly benefit them, they would of course embark in it only upon account of their ally. I 

likewise added that I knew nothing of the disposition of any power upon the subject of peace, but 

presumed the success of their arms had disposed them all well towards it, and thus I left them to 

reflect at leisure upon what I had said, in the belief however that the communication must 

produce a good effect.  

As this took place prior to the affair of M
r
 Gardoqui and which was more particularly 

detailed in my last, I have thought proper to communicate it to you that you may be possessed of 
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every the minutest circumstance relative to our affairs upon this very interesting theatre. The day 

after my remarks upon the subject of a loan were handed in, I was favored with
8
 yours of the 25

th
 

of September and which I now beg leave to acknowledge. Finding that my idea of our situation 

with Britain and Spain was correct, I was extremely happy that I had given that representation of 

it. 

The motive for strong union here on our part is the greater, and nothing tends so 

effectually to promote that object as the belief that we are not cordial with England. In 

consequence I waited on the committee again and told them I had received a dispatch from you 

since our last conference, and that our dilemma with these two powers was even more critical 

that I had before intimated. Facts go further in removing doubts that any assurances I could 

otherwise give them. 

These discussions have enabled me to examine attentively whether it was their real wish 

that we should embark with them in the war, and I can assure you that whatever it may have been 

at any previous stage upon which I can give no opinion, that at present I am persuaded they 

would rather we would not, from an idea that it might diminish in their supplies from America: 

but such is their disposition towards us that I am inclined to think, if the point depended on them, 

they would leave us to act in that respect according to our own wishes. And I am likewise 

persuaded if we do embark in the war, that they will see us through it &c, have some hope if we 

do not, and especially if we aid them in the article of money, that they will support, as far as they 

will be able, our demands upon Spain and England. 

If the subject of a loan is mentioned again here or in America, that of securing for us the 

points in question with those powers must likewise be; but as I have said every thing on that head 

that I can say, having only a right to conjecture, I am not anxious to revive it here. I am however 

persuaded it will be revived with you, forsovast are their armies and extensive their operations,
9
 

that they must be distressed for money and forced to gain it from whence they can; and I 

sincerely wish we may assist them if possible, and which I presume it will be, especially if not 

comprized in the war, and which I think cannot be, altho’ we should immediately wrest from 

Britain and Spain the nights they have usurped from us. The credit of the United States is such in 

Europe and America & their means of reimbursement so unquestionable, especially in the 
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particular of the Western Territory, an object viewed at present with great cupidity on this side of 

the Atlantic, that I am persuaded the amount expected might be obtained by loan, and I am 

equally so, that the people would cheerfully bear a tax, the product of which was to be applied in 

aid of the French republic. Upon these topics however, I have a right only to conjecture, and as 

such you will be pleased to consider what I have said. 

I intimated in my last that this was the most seasonable period that could be desired for 

possesing ourselves of those rights which have been long usurped by Britain and Spain, and that 

if it was the sense of America ever to possess them, it should be taken advantage of. Britian is 

certainly not in a condition to embark in a war against us, tho’ we disposses her to Canada: she 

would of course be less apt to do it if we only placed her troops beyond the lakes. Her own land 

force was scarcely felt in the present war against France; nor has she been otherwise regarded 

than on account of her fleet & pecuniary resources, by which she subsidized Prussia and other 

powers. But that force small as it was, is greatly diminished, & the combination in which she has 

been associated appears not only to be completely foiled, but in a great measure broke. 

The prospect now before her is, that Prussia, Austria and all the other powers will 

extricate themselves from the war upon the best terms they can, and is her
10

 singly, to support it 

against France. And that the latter will be aided by Spain unless a particular combination against 

us should prevent it, and likewise by Denmark and Sweden if not directly, yet in a manner to 

produce a serious effect. The preponderance of her fleet and the wanton & the licentious use 

made of it, have excited the disgust of all nations against her, who would be pleased to see it 

reduced, and the present is considered as a favorable time to reduce it. She likewise knows or 

confidently believes, that it is the intention of France to prosecute the war against her for the 

purpose of breaking her maritime strength, and ridding the ocean from such a tyranny. At home 

too she cannot be free from disquietiude: the total failure of her operations in this quarter (what 

they are in the West Indias is better known to you) has excited some uneasiness in the public 

mind & proportionally lessened the weight of the court. 

This was lately shewn in a prosecution against a M
r
 Hardy, & in which a verdict was 

given for the defendant. And it should the French take Holland which nothing but an inundation 

already commenced, can prevent, if even that can, this sensation will of course be increased. 

Thus circumstanced, what have we to fear from her? Will she in her decline bring upon herself 
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another enemy, who can wound her so vitally, for let her merchants and politicians boast as they 

will of her resources, yet it is well known that if the American demand was cut off, upon which 

she thrives so much, that it would greatly diminish her revenue and impair her strength. How is 

she enabled to support her engagements and carry on her operations but by commerce? And 

lessened as this already is by the war, how could she sustain such a stroke at the present crisis? 

From her friendship we have nothing to hope: the order of the 6
th

, of November was war in fact, 

and that has since been modified according to circumstances.  

Be
11

 assured she is infinitely less disposed for such an event at the present than at any 

preceding period. On the contrary, if we only took possession of what we are intitled to, she will 

readily join with us in reprehending the conduct of her own officers, for having transcended their 

orders. With respect to Spain, I have nothing new to add since my last, except that in two days 

successive action, two complete victories have been obtained over her troops by those of this 

republic, unless indeed an ingenious sophist might dispute that, as they were completely routed 

on the first, and maintained only a straggling battle on the second, it ought to be called but one. 

Certain it is that in the two days conflict, several thousands were slain, and upwards of two 

thousand taken prisoners with their camp on each day, and on one, tents for fifty thousand men. 

I promised you sometime since my comments upon the subject of a consular arrangement 

for the ports of this republic: the Consuls have been here to confer with me upon the subject of 

trade, and I have obtained from them their ideas on that of the arrangement, which I now inclose 

you, I will subjoin some American names of persons now here that may be deemed worthy your 

attention. I think proper however not to mention that M
r
 Skipwith with will accept the office of 

Consul for this city, and that I think him worthy of it. 

He is in my opinion a sensible man, of strict integrity and well acquainted with the duties 

of the office. The duties of consul here, will be those of Consul General, and in strictness the 

commission should be correspondent: they may however be performed under that of consul only, 

as I presume those in the ports, will respect him equally in either character. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem, your most obedient servant 

Ja
s
 Monroe 
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